News For Apple lls 


Newsletter for the Regina Apple II Group. 

Apple II Hardware Forum 
Conference- May 18, 1990 
Topic: Peripherals 

AFL TracyP Good evening all and welcome to the 
Apple II Hardware Forum Conference. Tonight's 
catch-all topic is Peripherals. Any add-on for your 
Apple II is fair game for discussion tonight. There's 


not really a specific topic, so we're open ior 

- discussion. 

;H_ Ran.onM2 

I | ] nj\ I'm interested in 

[“1 -i L-l L-j the cheapest Laser 
I 1 I *— 1 ** = 3 printer PostScript 

J ©©'=='©<§F^ 

AFL TracyP I've heard something, recently about 
a new TI PostScript printer that will go for plenty 
cheap, but don't know many details. Anyone else? 

BCS Frank Which one is that? 

Herr Fixit So have I, but it seems to get 
expensive by the time you finally get everything you 
need to get it to work. 

SCL Biblia I seem to remember hearing 
something abut a PS compatible printer, but don't 
remember the details. 

AFL TracyP There has been I I I ^ 
some discussion about it in the I I 1 
message boards. 

• RamonM2 I've seen it \ ffl _ 

advertised but don't want to be the V 

field tester. 

Herr Fixit Somebody has to Ramon. 

SCL Biblia Right, Walt, but we don't like to pay 
for THAT privilege! 

AFL TracyP That seems likely, Walt. I doubt if 
TI has it configured to work with Apples off the shelf. 

GhoStar Any word as to price? 

AFL TracyP Price I heard mentioned was right 
at a grand. 

Herr Fixit Nope, my understanding is they have 
are doing things the HP way. Mickle and diming you 
to death to use the printer on an Apple. Low basic 
printer price, then extra for ports, sufficient memory 
and Postscript. 

AFL TracyP I've also heard some talk about 
some independent developers coming up with some 
_ <■ s GSOS drivers for the HP printers. 

iV; \ jj Now, THAT would be welcome news! 


specific 


topic, 

n 


DaveH5 There will be a driver 
for HP laser printers available for 
the GS soon 

Jp RamonM2 Word at Afest was 

£ that Seven Hills was working on it. 

SCL Biblia I heard that the 
latest GSi printer card has DeskJet support. 

WinkieJim Well, Apple has some lower cost 

LaserPrinters coming out. I'd hope that . 

they'd make drivers for the GS for Coil 

them... 

RamonM2 Don't make book on it, Hardwar 

Jim. ThetCon: 

WinkieJim I won't.... I £ 

Herr Fixit They will still be - 8 

expensive Jim. I can get a Postscript zz , 
clone printer for less than the i-f*j 5 a 
LaserWriter SC. I Slide Ru 

AFL TracyP Apple could cut prices 
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Cats, Computers, and 
Cutter. 

By Derick Browne of the Regina Apple 
II Group. 

For Christmas last year, I received a gift, 
which I wasn't expecting, and have learned to 
adjust to, over the last few months. My new 
addition to the household has been christened 
K.C. I'm not into letters of the alphabet, but 
K.C. is a very descriptive name when you 
understand that it stands 

fnr 0 s t* (wh pt~i f?h P 15 A . _A 

acting "cute)', Killer Cat *jjgf j 

{when she is playing with I 

her toys, my fingers, or my H/ I 
house guests) and Kamikaze J 

Cat {when she is doing 
something dangerous or stupid, like playing 
in the computer paper box!) 

Among other things, K.C. express an 
affection for playing in the wastepaper basket, 
and empty bags {plastic preferably). Now that 
she is unarmed {read that as declawed), she 
can jump into my lap without: (A) causing me 
to jump six feet off of my chair; {B) inflicting 
an involuntary donation to the Red Cross 
blood bank, or {C) turning my jeans into 
cut-offs. 

K.C. has developed an interest in my Ilgs 

computer. {See, 
this article does 
eventually work 

its Way" ai"uUnd tu 

computers.) When 
I'm using the 
mouse to point and 
click, she follows 
the on screen 
arrow {pointer) as 
it moves. What's 
more, she even paws the monitor in an attempt 
to catch the pointer. Aside from the 
distraction it creates, I find it a bit difficult 
to work with a cat's head, blocking my view, 
while she walks across the keyboard. Now I 
usually introduce her to the floor, and she 
usually curls up for 
a nap or else leaves 
the room with a "I can 
take a hint" look. If 
only all computer 
problems were as 
easily solved. 

Whenever you see 
an advertisement for 
a computer, any 
computer, there is a 
smiling person sitting at a clean desk using 
the computer. Everything looks so neat and 

- tidy. Anyone who has a computer 

pnjq I with more than one disk drive 

t can tell you that this "Garden of 

°“ at .Eden" computer setup is a lie. 

5rver .You NEVER see the maze of 

..cables, power cords, phone lines, 

^ v ^. 7 „ and power bars that can be found 

. 8 behind, beneath and creeping 

tot .he around the corner of, a busy 

.. 6-7 computer user's desk. 

Often, finding your way 
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drastically, and still put a price tag on them well 
out of my range...:) 

Herr Fixit Last Apple printer I bought was an 
old Imagewriter Wide Carriage for $150. I don't 
buy Apple peripherals. It's stupid to! 

SCL Biblia I'm looking at the new Panasonic 
1624 wide-carriage printer. 

Herr Fixit Does it work with your software, 
Leonard? 

WinkieJim Bib, I've had my eyes on a 
Panasonic 1124...but no Ilgs driver for it....:( 

SCL Biblia I would think so. It's the 
wide-carriage of the printer that BGL Chuck 
bought. There's no "built-in" support in AW3.0, 
but I can always install it as a custom printer. 

Herr Fixit That's what I love about Classic 
Appleworks and Hate about J—? 

AWGS. 

WinkieJim Ya, AW3.0 // 

would be no prob...but the GS /r^ 

programs.... ff 

RamonM2 Doesn't the / ( 

Panasonic take Epson 
commands? 

SCL Biblia The 1624 will 
emulate the Epson 2500. It's a parallel and will 
work with the AE Parallel Pro card. 

Bill267 Why not just use an Imagewriter? 

Herr Fixit Peal 24 pin output! 

AFL TracyP Price, for one, Bill. Apple still 
thinks a bit too much of their IWIIs. 

Bill267 Well I've been an owner of one for 
four years. It's worth the money. 

Herr Fixit No it's not worth the money. I can 
get a 24 pin printer for $200 less than an IWII. 

Bill267 That's about what it's worth. 

WinkieJim But these are 24 pin printers... 
and would not print graphics correctly using the 
Epson 9 pin driver 

Herr Fixit They do, but at nine pin resolution. 

WinkieJim Right...so 

why have a 24-pin printer :{ 
Bill267 If you want 24 
pin.... Spring for a laser 
printer 

SCL Biblia I HAVE an 
IWII, but there's just a lot of 
little things and drive me 
nuts with the machine. 

Herr Fixit Like paper jams ect? 

SCL Biblia Among other things... {I don't have 
a lot of them, but then I don't use lightweight 
paper). Problems with paper registration, etc... 

RamonM2 The trouble with the Laser is that 
it looks like you copied it on Xerox machine. 

SCL Biblia The price for the 1624 ranges from 
399 to 450 in the S.F. Bay Area... The draft speed is 
not quite as great as the IWII (192 cps vs 220), but 
that's not a biggie with me. 

WinkieJim Which laser? THE Apple 
LaserWriters don't....look like a 
typeset page almost. //? 

BH1267 You can use any Jr 

postscript printer with your II. 

I've used the LaserWriter llntx at [ ^// O ) 
work with a tigs. It came out fc>// J 

perfect. Pricewise you could use \j/ct 'S 
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through this /- y 

enigma of cables f 1 

is more difficult ^ ) 'V 

and seems more l / 

dangerous than 
driving around 

Toronto blindfolded. I've met people who hire 
someone else to pull their cables for them. That 
way, they have someone to blame if the Revenue 
Canada computers go down when one of the power 
cords is pulled. 

I can offer a solution to this problem, though I'm 
as badly troubled by it as other people. Even more 
so, I think. I once put a sandwich down by that nest 
of cables, and when I found it again, I lost my desire 
for ham and cheese sandwiches, for a while. (I still 
get a bit green, when I think about it.) 

I have found something that has proved to be of 
some help though. (No, it is not a tactical nuclear 
device.) Good old Applied Engineering produces a 
power center and cooling unit combination called 
the Conserver. I know what you're probably 
thinking, why buy this when the Kensington System 
Saver is available and costs less? The System Saver 
is about $99 (Canadian) while the Conserver is $119 
(Canadian). 

Well, to begin with, the Conserver has six 
outlets on the back controlled by three front 
yrs. * /\ mounted switches. The 

S'/stem Saver has only 
four outlets and two 
switches. Both units have 
fans, for cooling and offer 
j , 'S^Sy. surge protection and both 
/’7^'T ’ sit between the CPU and 

, .V^\ y, the monitor and are the 
* V; \M same ^ gs Platinum colour. 

Vi 2 Yf i feo I can't say that the 

Conserver is quieter than the System Saver, since I 
don't hsve * System Sayer. I can definitely tell you 
that the Conserver's cooling fan is a lot quieter 
than the Apple internal cooling fan. You could 
liken the difference in noise as the difference 
between being in a jet airplane instead of standing 
next to a jet airplane, when it takes off. 

The Conserver has a feature that the S'/stem 
Saver doesn't. There is room for two 3.5 inch disk 
drives to sit between the CPU (box) of the Ilgs and 
the monitor. Accompanying the Conserver, is a trav 
that holds up to 10 3.5 inch disks. This tray is the 
size of a 3.5 inch disk drive 
and is designed to fill the 
second slot (position) in 
the Conserver, if you have 
only one 3.5 inch disk 
drive. Incidentally, I don't 
know if an AMR 3.5 inch 
drive will fit in the 
Conserver. (I've seen some 
magazine ads that show the 
AMR 3.5 inch drive sitting 
in a Conserver. The AMR 
is supposed to be the same size as the Apple 3.5 
drive, so I guess the AMR 3.5 would fit in a 
Conserver.) Having the 3.5 inch drives between the 
CPU and the monitor is very helpful. Much better 
than having them stacked off to the side of the 
computer, and it saves desk top space too. 

The power switches and outlets in the Conserver 
are arranged slightly differently than you might 
expect. Each switch does not control two outlets. 
Rather, the left switch controls the left most outlet, 
the right switch controls the rightmost outlet, and 
the center switch controls the remaining four 

---- outlets, and the fan in the 

—^ Conserver. This arrangement 

works well. Speaking strictly 
Wm for myself, I have one hard 

drive in the left and right 
outlets, with the computer and 


mm, 



















—— gcc's Busi- liliiiliHiiHiilijiyiiiii 

J ness laser {jljjijjjjjjjjjjjjjj^. 

printer. Or 

look into a used 

laserwriter 

p 1us I*® 

•—WinkieJim HMiiililmym 

If it's a gj|j|j|j|gr 

AppleTalk device... 

Herr Fixit Have you looked at jjj{ijiji|pjjB^ 
the Alps Allegro 24? iHiiHiiHiBiH 

SCL Biblia Not really, Walt. jilljijijjjiiiiiij 

Any dealers in S.F.? ijijljfljjHifjll-jJiif 

Herr Fixit A number. Just look 

for Alps dealers. lliilllilllliHljlilil 

SCL Biblia I'll browse the ads in [||ii|;|i|lj[jl |iii|j|iiil 
MicroTimes and Computer Currents... 

Herr Fixit I think Frys carrys it. 

SCL Biblia But then I can get the Panasonic at 
the local Office Club and the longest distance I'd 
have to carry it would be two blocks... 

Herr Fixit I also think that Businessland and 
Computerland carry it. Why not go mail order? 

WinkieJim The NEW reworked ImageWriter 
II has some improvments over the original IWII. 
Herr Fixit Anything has to be an improvement 

3 over the old IWII. The 

/L original IW was a much better 

y ^ printer except for speed and 

color. 

HyperRam Is the new 
IWII any good? I have an 
IWII. 

WinkieJim The New 

«-is the same specs as the 

_ |f old one, but it does have some 

muiin i'i.n":V i *i* r improvement in paper 
handling...reliability and other things. 

Herr Fixit Like I said before I have an old 
Imagewriter Wide Carriage. 

B111267 I’ve heard that you will be able to use 
Apple’s laserwriter //sc with the new scsi card. 
WinkieJim Bill, yes once they get the drivers 



We regret that the 
newsletters have been late in 
getting out to you. 
Unfortunately, we managed to 
break the machine and we 


i had to get it fixed. So, piease 
ear with us. The newsletters 


will be send out. 


Thank you. 


Is the new 
I have an 


monitor plugged into two of the center outlets. With 
this arrangement, I can power on my boot hard 
drive, then the second hard drive and finally the 
computer in the proper sequence. I have to press 
only three switches. 

Now how does this help with that monstrosity of 
cables hiding behind the computer desk? Well, it 
won’t reduce the number of cables, but it gives you 
much better control of the power to your Ilgs 
computer and you don’t have to dive into that pool 
of cables to unplug them. You can turn the outlets 
on and off from the front of the computer. 

Is there anything bad about the Conserver? Yes, 
if you have 5.25 inch drives daisy chained to two 3.5 
inch drives. (Hey some of us ’experienced’ — read 
that as older -- computer users still have 5.25 inch 
disk drives for our Ilgs computers. We still use 
them.) You need a special accessory to be able to 

daisy chain a 
\(vr 5.25 inch drive 
/ % (or a third 3.5 

/ Y ' ) ' inch drive ) 

J to the second 3.5 

Or/ inch drive that 

/ is in the Con- 

server. There is 
insufficient 


out...the card does support it... 

AFL TracyP That’s correct. Bill, assuming a 
driver is written to support it. 

Herr Fixit Why use the LaserwriterSC when 
you can get a Postscript Laser Printer for the 
same money? 

Bill267 $2600 for postscript? Is it stolen? 

Herr Fixit Postscript clone. 

HyperRam Is it bad to daisy chain HD’s? 

WinkieJim Hyper, not SCSI drives...they are 
meant to be daisy chained 

AFA JoeyS Ram: <staring at my four linked 
HD‘s> — uhhh, no, you can chain (SCSI) drives 

AFL TracyP Ram, for most people, no. For 
you.another story, perhaps. 

AFA JoeyS (LOL Tracy) 

HyperRam HAH AHA., seriously ANY quirks 
at all? 

AFA JoeyS On a SCSI system, Ram?? Nope. 

WinkieJim Hyper, as long as you get the 
termination setup right and set the SCSI Id’s right 
you should have no probs... 

AFL Marty you have any info on the ramfast 
scsi (?) card? 

AFA JoeyS all you want. :) 

WinkieJim Marty, what do 
you want to know!!! I have it and 
it’s great! 

AFL TracyP I’ve been 
talking to the developer of 
RamFast, but he wants a PC 
version of AO software before he 
can come on. 

AFA JoeyS Uhhh, WHY, 
Tracy? 
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room to put in 
the cable from 
the 5.25 inch 
drive to the back 
of the second 3.5 
inch drive. I wish I’d known this when I ordered the 
Conserver. With two 3.5 inch and two 5.25 inch 
drives, this surprise wasn't welcome. Instead of 
buying the accessory, though, I just put one 3.5 inch 
drive in the Conserver and put the disk storage 
tray into the second slot. As for my second 3.5 inch 
drive, it's sitting on top of my 5.25 inch drives, 
keeping them company. Someone out there is 
probably wondering why I still have two 5.25 inch 
drive on my Ilgs. The Ultima games (and many 
other quest type games) don’t come on 3.5 inch 
disks. Until then... (We Ultima fans don't care 
about the medium. We just want Ultima VI!) 
Besides, with 5.25 inch drives, I can .still exchange 
information with Apple Ile/c owners who don't have 
Unidisk drives. 

On a scale of 1 to 10, the Conserver gets a 9.5. 
Applied Engineering loses half a point because of 
that nasty surprise about daisy chaining 5.25 inch 
drives on a second 3.5 inch drive. Now if A.E. had 
mentioned this in either their advertisements, or 
information sheets I'd feel better about it. 
Regardless of this, though, I would recommend the 
Conserver to Ilgs owners who 
don't have a ‘system saver' type 
of device for their Ilgs. A friend 
of mine has already bought a 
Conserver after seeing the one I 
have for my Ilgs. 

Until the next review, 

DB, in the Ilgs Zone. 













































































AFL TracyP 

Beats me Joey. Kind 
of cools my desire to 
get him on. 

AFA JoeyS :{ 
WinkieJim 
Tracy, why? Doesn’t 
he have a Ilgs? 

AFL TracyP 

You’d think so, Jim, 
and I did send him a 
copy of the GS 
software, but I have yet to see him online. 

AFA JoeyS How's it compare to the Apple 
DMA card, Jim? 

HyperRam What about when you turn the 
second one off and try to boot the first one. 

AFL Marty Do you know anyone who uses it? 

Herr Fixit What? 

AFL Marty Ramfast scsi 

WinkieJim <— uses RAMFast/SCSI card 

AFL TracyP Marty, Barney Stone uses the 
RamFast card. 

HyperRam What's a good second harddisk 
drive? 

Herr Fixit The cheapest one you can find.:) 

AFA JoeyS Make a homebrew, Ram. Pick up a 
copy of Computer Shopper and find a good deal on 
a good SCSI drive. :) 

WinkieJim Hyper, depending on the drive it 
will either work or lock up the SCSI bus and not 
work... 

HyperRam Homebrew-no way...this is me 

we're talking 

about.. 

Herr Fixit 

Actually, lately 
homebrew isn't 
looking so good. 
You can get no 
name arises from the same companies that sell the 
mechanisms retail for the same price as 
homebrew. 

AFA JoeyS Jim, have you tried comparing it 
to the Apple DMA card? 

AFL Marty Your opinion of it? Glitches? 
Incompatibilities? 

WinkieJim Ya, Joe....what ARE you thinking 
about! 

AFA JoeyS <confused look> 

WinkieJim Joe, the RAJvIFast is MUCH 
Faster.... (booted my HD twice as fast!!!!) 

AFA JoeyS Cool, Jim! 

HyperRam is MUCH faster than what? 

AFA JoeyS CV Tech Ramfast faster than 
Apple DMA, Ram. 

WinkieJim Marty, the card only supports 
HDs right now...and I'm not sure about removables 
(want to find this out because I might be getting a 
removable soon). 

RTAFT The one Barney had at A'Fest booted 
in 14 secs, loaded w/DA’s and extra fonts. 

AFL TracyP Right, Jim. They have promised 
tape drive and scanner support, but right now, only 
the Apple card will work with any SCSI device. 

HyperRam Well, at least with Apples, I’m 
assured compatiblity.:) 

AFL Marty What about compatibility with 
GSOS? 

RTAFT That's what he 

booted Marty. 

WinkieJim No problems...they 
have a GS/OS driver with it...but it 
acts like a normal smartport 
divice if no driver is there... 

AFL Marty Aha. So if the 
system software changes I'd have to 
wait for a new driver perhaps. 
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Prosel 16 For the Apple 
Ilgs 

By Thomas Smith 
(Logic Jan/Feb 1990 Edition) 

What is Prosel 16? It is a program selector that 
replaces the Finder, plus a set of utilities. It is also 
the best software deal in the Apple II world. For $60 
U.S. you get the program selector, a disk utility 
(more powerful than Copy II+), a hard disk backup 
utility, a disk optimizer, a disk repair utility, a 
block editor, a shell and more. A copy of Prosel 8 
(runs under ProDOS 8 on all Apple II computers) is 
also included. Prosel was written by Glen Bredon, 
an Apple II programming wizard, a person already 
well known for Prosel 8 and the 
Merlin family of assemblers. 

Like the Applj Ilgs Finder, 

Prosel is used to launch other 
programs. Unlike the Finder, it 
uses the 80 column text screen. It 
may not look as nice as Finder on 
your colour monitor but it is much 
faster and more powerful. The 
main screen is made up of three 
columns of entries. Each entry can 
be one of three things: an 
application name, a title, or a 
subscreen name. Entries can be 
selected one of three ways: with 
the arrow keys, with the mouse, or 
by typing the first letter in the application's name. 

Applications are added to the screen by using 
the built in editor that will automatically search 
the disk and display a list of all the programs. You 
select the file name and the editor will add it to the 
list of applications and set the path and prefix for 
you automatically. The application title defaults to 
the file name but you can easily change it to 
anything you like (APLWORKS.SYSTEM can 
become AppleWorks 3.0 on the screen). You can also 
have Prosel switch your GS to slow speed, purge 
memory, or turn off your TransWarp GS (if you're 
lucky enough to have one) before running your 
program. Subscreen entries 
allow you to switch to a 
different screen (with more 
applications) so that all your 
utilities can be on one screen 
and all your games on 
another etc. There is room 
for up to 51 entries on each 
screen. Pressing the ESC key 
on your keyboard take you to 
the main menu where you can access the other 
Prosel utilities. 

Selecting U for Utilities on the main menu 
takes you to a submenu with options to copy, format, 
erase, or rename volumes and ..to copy, move, 
rename, lock, unlock, hide, unhide, delete; exhume, 
verify, dump or compare files. You can also sort or 
compare directories. This is a very complete utility 
and one of the only ones that is compatible with 
forked files (which first appeared on System Disk 
5.0). Selections can be made with keyboard or mouse 
in the utilities. 

A hard drive without a backup is a 
disaster waiting to happen. Selecting B for 

backup allows you to copy 
the contents of your hard 
drive or battery backed 
RAM disk to 3.5 disk for 
safe keeping. Should 
something damage the files 
on your drive, the files can 
be recovered from your 
backup. Backups can work 
in two ways: full 








HyperRam Apple's 
card will work with ANY 
SCSI device? Like IBM, 
Atari, Amiga drives? 

Herr Fixit If there's a 
driver for it. 

WinkieJim Marty, 

Maybe...maybe not... The 
driver doesn't need to be there....Not like apple's 
that will say 'No SCSI drive loaded...:( 

AFL Marty But I've got to be giving up 
something by not having the driver. 

WinkieJim There is a slight speed 
improvement I think under GS/OS with the 
driver... 

Herr Fixit IBM SCSI is a real mess. Their 
driver's are so bad you can't daisy chain devices 
from different vendors. It's a ioke! 

RTAFT ‘ What's the scoop on DMA SCSI card 
and Apple memory card, ^hut off DMA? That's 
what I was told. 

HyperRam DMA SCSI works FINE with 
Apples memory card. 

WinkieJim Apple's 
memory card is DMA 
compatable... 

RTAFT Didn't make 

sense to me. 

HyperRam (I have one) 

RTAFT OK, I got 

WRONG info then. Thanks. 

AFA JoeyS Something works in your system, 
Ram? 9 This is unheard of...;) 

AFL TracyP LOL, Joey...:) 

HyperRam :) 

Herr Fixit What I understand is that all 
memory cards of 1 meg capacity are DMA 
compatible. The problem is with cards that hold 
more than 1 meg. 

WinkieJim Actualy the RAMFast is fast even 
without DMA compatable memory. I have GS RAM 
1.5 meg card and am waiting for my AI 2 meg card 
right now, but the card is still fast... 

Herr Fixit That's because of the Caching I 
suppose. You do take a beating for the lack of 
DMA. 

AFL TracyP Jim, does RamFast do DMA to 
System RAM, or just cache Ram? 

WinkieJim Basically what it does is keep a 
256k buffer on the card and keeps the last 256k 

bytes read or 
written in the 
RAM...then if you 
read some data 
from the HD it 
grabs it from the 
RATA if it's there... 
if you write 
something...it 
writes it to the RAM then waits a few seconds and 
writes it to the disk behind your back...while you 
go on With your program. I love to save something 
with the RAMFast get back to my program (without 
disk access) then wait a second or two and see the 
drive startup:):):) 

Herr Fixit That was my favorite feature of the 
Multi-kache. Background writes! 

HyperRam Is the MultiKache card any good? 

Herr Fixit It was! 

AFL TracyP Ram, no, because the company no 
longer supports it. They're all but defunct. 

AFL Marty What happened to them, Tracy? 

SCL Biblia Went 

belly-up. 

AFL TracyP Laid off all 
their employees, don't 
answer the phone. 
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volume/director/ and _ 

incremental. A full backup 

will backup everything. After XS. J.' 

the first full backup, you can ^ 

do an incremental backup 

which will only backup new 

files or files that have been 

changed since the last full 

backup. Restore also has two Jj 1 

modes. You can restore all the 

files in the backup or you can 

use selective recover to restore individual files. 

Selecting O for Optimizer, runs the disk 
optimizer which can speed up the operation of 
any disk {hard or floppy) by putting all the 
directories at the beginning of the disk and 
moving the blocks of each file together for 
more efficient access. Optimizing a very 
fragmented hard disk can take a long time: 3-6 
minutes per megabyte. If you .use it every few weeks 
after your full backup, it is much faster (Ground 1 
minute per megabyte on my hard drive), 
q m . Select V for Volume Repair. 
^ A A Volume repair has four modes: a 
J Test mode reports any errors 

-= without altering anything on the 

3 disk; a Fix mode that attempts to 

correct any defects it finds: a Main 
m CD director y mode that attempts to 

I I Ilk iff rec °nstruct the main directory; and 
I III HI a Bad block mode that scans for bad 
Jill HI blocks and, if desired places them 
_ I III III in a bad block file. This utility has 
saved files from damaged disks for me more than 
once. It's the next best thing to a backup. 

Select Z to run Zap a full featured block editor. 
It can display a block in HEX, text, or disassembly. 
It can automatically follow a file or a change in the 
startup file embedded in a SYS file. It can search a 
disk or file for any ASCII string or hex string. 

The shell o'" command line processor, is a 
user-hostile but flexible environment. The shell 
presents you with a prompt and waits for you to type 
a command (just like Applesoft at the "]" prompt). 
The shell was included for people who like that type 
of interface and for a few things that are more 
convenient to do from a shell. 

User support for Prosel, is better than most 
programs costing several times the price. If you are 
on GEnie, CompuServe or AppleLink 
(if we ever get it in Canada) you can 
post questions to Glen and get a VaTf 

reply within 24 hours most times. 

You can also download the latest ) 

version of the software. If you use J 

regular post, expect a reply as fast / 

(or slow) as the post office can get it 
to you. If you report a major bug, gl 
expect a new version in days, not g I 
weeks or months. Updates to latest * 
version by mail are only $10 U.S. the current 
version is 7.9, but by the time you read this I am 
sure at least one new version will be released. 

If you have a hard drive running on 
your Ilgs, buy Prosel. This is one program 
you will use every time you turn on your 
Ilgs. Even if you don't have a hard drive and so 
won't use all of the utilities, it is still well worth 
buying. 

The way Prosel is sold is unusual. It is not sold 
- by normal Apple II software 

/\ dealers and it is NOT 

shareware. Prosel is sold and 
supported directly by Glen 
/hii i iiii s l Bredon. If you have received 
i y——your copy any other way, you 
j P-Z ,'I — IV, should have trouble sleeping. 
Jt —You can't say this one is too 
/ If"— —’ —expensive for what you get. 
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Herr Fixit I think the attempt to 
enter the IBM market killed them. 

AFL TracyP I heard they'd filed 
Chapter 11, but that point is in 
question. 

WinkieJim Tracy, sounds like 
AE's tech support last 


week....couldn't get through all week...sales office 
said they were short of staff for the week. 

AFL TracyP AE has laid off at least two of 
their tech support folks. 

AFA JoeyS Here's a wild question: Is the 
RamFast compatible with the ][ ][ +? 

AFL Marty {S LOL> 

WinkieJim No the RAMFast is for lie and 


Hgs. 

AFA JoeyS <sigh> Thanks, Jim, 

AFL TracyP Looking for something for the 
BBS computer, Joe?? 

AFA JoeyS Yup, you got it, Tracy... DMA card 
isn't the answer... OKC would have worked, but, 
uhhh, they're gone... 

WinkieJim Well Apple DMA 
card is only for the Enhanced lie or 
GS too... 

AFA JoeyS Right, that's what I 
mean, Jim. DMA card works just 
fine on the GS, but it just laughs at 
the ][ ][ +... 

SCL Biblia I told you that you 
shouldnt have all those Pluses, 

Joey! 

Herr Fixit No plus to own a 
Plus anymore. 

AFA JoeyS True, Walt, but 
since I've got the machine I might 
as well use it... 

Herr Fixit That's true. I still 
frankenstein lie. 

HyperRam :-} 

AFL TracvP.My He still gets plenty of use. 

Copperpot Mine too, Tracy. 

Herr Fixit Mine doesn't. Sits in the garage. 
Didn't feel like putting the BBS back up after the 

carpet was installed. 

Herr Fixit The GS 
sees lot's of use. The 
Mac II sees some 
Otherwise- 
computers gather 
unless I'm on a 
trip and the //c+ 
used. 

WinkieJim <—dreaming of hacking together 
a portable GS...only need a flat screen monitor to 
do it... 



have my 



use. 

The 

dust 

road 

gets 


Herr Fixit I've got to get a real portable. 
When's the IBM software going to be available? 

AFA JoeyS RSN, Walt...:-) 

Herr Fixit Good. I've get an IBM portable from 
the company RSN. 

AFL TracyP They're doing beta on it now. Did 
you put in for the beta test? 

Herr Fixit Sort of. I was sort of ignored. 

AFL TracyP What they're doing is staggering 
the test, and sending out the software in groups 
according to your hardware configuration. 

Herr Fixit Maybe that was part of my 
problem. My hardware 
configuration is in flux. 

AFL TracyP They're 
running two week staggers, 
and the last set is supposed 
to go out in about three or 
four weeks. 

WinkieJim I've already 
seen a Apple vs IBM fight in 
the lobby :):):) 
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Prossl 16 Version 7.9 ^ 

includes Prosel 8 Version 4.0, 

List Price US $60.00 Upgrade 
from Prosel 8 US $20.00. Add $5 
for foreign orders. Glen 
Bredon, 52f State Rd., Frincton 
NJ, 08540 U.S.A. 

{LOGIC Editor's Note: 

Prosel 8 and 16 are also 
available from Dandam 
Software, a LOGIC advertiser.) 

(NAG Editor's Note. Updates to Prosel 8 and 16 
are available to download from America Online. 
Warning! Downloading these update files will do 
you no good, if you do NOT have an original Prosel 
8 or 16 disk that you got from Glen Bredon or 
through Dandam Software. The update program 
requires an ORIGINAL Prosel 8 or 16 disk for 
verification.) 

-DEATH*OF THE SLIDE 
RULE 

By Dan Gutman 



Diet 2 gen Corp. of Des Plaines, Illinois, did an 
inventory of its warehouse and stumbled across a 
treasure to rival the unearthing of King Tut's 
tomb—box upon box filled with...slide rules. 50,000 
of them. 

Diet 2 gen, which is 104-years-old and used to be 
one of the biggest manufacturers of slide rules in 
the world, now gives the stash away for free to 
collectors and the curious. 

"We've got 4,000 left," says director of 
marketing Michael Peterson. "After they're gone, 
that's it." 

The slide rule, washed away by The Computer 
Age, is breathing its last 
gasp. , -Like the dinosaurs 
who once ruled the earth, 
the mightly slide rule 
disappeared and was 
replaced by more adaptable 
creatures. 

For those born too late, 
the slide rule was an ingenious device that 
primitive pre-Disco man used for higher math 
functions while waiting for the microchip to be 
perfected. 

Invented in 1632 by an English clergyman named 
William Oughtred, your classic “slip-stick" 
consisted of three parallel rulers and a movable 
transparent plate. The middle stick slid between 
the other two, sort of like a trombone. 

In simplest terms, the slide rule reduced 
multiplication and division to addition and 
subtraction. By adding or taking away distances on 
logarithmic scales, it could calculate squares, 
square roots, powers, cubes, cosines and other 
trigonometric functions that baffled all but the 
brightest engineering students. 

Gas lamps and penny candy are quaint 

reminders of simpler 
times. I'd like to 
rhapsodise about the 
slide rule's passing 
in the same way, but 
if the truth be known, 
the slide rule was a 
bad idea from the 
get-go. 

It died not just 
because of obsoles¬ 
cence, but also 
because of bad press, 
marketing and and 
perhaps more than 
anything else, its 















AFA JoeyS LOL, 
really? 

Herr Fixit Well, 
at least I don't have 
to try so hard to get a 
Mac Portable now. 

AFL Tracy P 

Luggable??:} 
WinkieJim 
Maybe the next Mac 
Portable will be better... I took my Store's 
MacPortable to Afest ...it wasn't that heavy... 

Herr Fixit Can just use the Toshiba on trips. 
Beats a llc+ and a 9" monitor Tracy! 

AFL TracyP I went through a bunch of ATB 
messages today. MacArt almost kicked of a 
barnburner of a fight....fortunately there were 
plenty of folks to show him the error of his 
ways...:} 

AFA JoeyS Which folder was that, Tracy? 

AFL TracyP Oh, jeez, I don't 
remember. All those ATB folders 
look alike to me...:) 

AFA JoeyS LOL 

Herr Fixit At least I have a 
reason to look forward to IBM 
software for AO now. Field access 
is the only reason I can think of. 

WinkieJim Well that's ONE 
reason:) 

AFA JoeyS It's worth it, Walt... 

Herr Fixit I'm not looking forward to alot of 
MSDos types here. 

AFL TracyP They won't come in here 
spouting MS-DOSness, I'll see to that! :) 

Herr Fixit You and me both! 

AFL TracyP Anyone else have any 
questions/comments about Apple peripherals? 

SCL Biblia {S Barf} 

Herr Fixit Nope, save that you have to be an 
idiot to buy Apple Peripherals.:) 

AFL TracyP Not necessarily Apple brand 
peripherals, Walt. :}) 

Herr Fixit Never Apple Brand peripherals. 

AFL TracyP {S Thrpptl} 
AFA JoeyS I thought it's 
{S Thrrptl} 

SCL Biblia Nitpicker! 
AFL TracyP When's the 
online spellchecker gonna be 
ready?? 

AFA JoeyS LOL... well, ummm, errr... 

AFL TracyP Working on that one, are you 
Schober?? 

AFA JoeyS Ummm, actually, no, Tracy, but 
I've thought about it...:) 

Herr Fixit I think Soundmaster is too 
awkward to use. 

AFL TracyP Ah, but no more so than the 

Mac....:) 

AFA JoeyS Thanks awfully, Walt... 

Hei r Fixit You Welcome. I just don't have the 
memory for the names of the sounds. Mac sounds 
are much easier to use. You 
can pick from the list. Click, 
click 

AFA JoeyS Walt: Just 
use SList to dump out the 
directory' of sounds and keep 
it by the computer, LOL. (A 
future version of 

Soundmaster will support 
OA-[ like the Mac) 

Herr Fixit How much 
more grey can I expect in my 
beard before I see this fantasy 
version of Soundmaster?:) 
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inherent nerdiness. 

First of all, any third grader 
could perform math tasks on paper 
that were beyond- the reach of the 
most expensive slide rule. I mean, 
you couldn't do simple addition 
and subtraction on the blasted 
things! 

Square roots and cubes are 
fine, but before investing the 
hours, days, or months necessary 7 
to use a slide rule, one couldn't 
help but ponder how often in life it's necessary to 
know the square root of ANYTHING. 

Furthermore, instead of giving an exact answer, 
slide rules depended on human judgement to 
estimate a number between two lines, if you asked a 
class of students to multiply 196 by 345 with their 
slide rules, no two people got the same answer, and 
nobody EVER got the exact answer. 

Slide rules simply were not accurate, which is 
kind of odd for a mathematical instrument. 

The slide rule didn't even have decimal 

points—you had to 
insert them in the 
answers yourself! 
2.35? 235? 23.5? One 
answer is as good as 
another to a slide 
rule. 

They were useless 
for everyday tasks. 
Y ou never saw 
anybody walking down 
the aisle of a grocery 
store with a slide 
rule. It could calculate pi to the tenth place, but 
the cost of a can of beans overwhelmed it. 

Today, people complain that personal computers 
aren't user-friendly, but the slide rule was a 
nightmare. The thing just didn't make sense. 

But what really killed the slide rule—perhaps 
even more than the calculator—was its nerdiness. 

You never saw pictures of hot cars or sexy babes 
on slide rules. It was never, "Oh, dig this cool new 
slide rule," but always, "Quick, let's cross the 
street—here comes that goofy Poindexter with his 
new slide rule." 

The slide rule was associated with engineers, 
chem lab. Coke bottle eyeglasses and plastic pen 
holders. Some poor misguided unfortunates even 
hung them from their belts, like scabbards. You 
knew what THESE guys were doing on prom night. 

With all these built-in problems, was it any 
surprise that the first pocket calculators were 
welcomed like the Allies storming the beach at 
Normandy? 

So let us not mourn the passing of the slide rule, 
but be thankful it's gone, properly buried, and 
sliding off into history. 




The AMR 3.5 Disk Drive: 
An Alternative to Apple's 
Drive 


By Thomas Smith 
(reprinted from Maple Orchard 
January/February 1990) 

The AMR 3.5" drive is compatible with 
the Apple 3.5 drive, but at $289.00 it's 
almost half the price. When I upgraded from 
my lie to a Ilgs I continued to use my Unidisk. I 
wanted to get an Apple 3.5 drive to take advantage of 

H | the better speed and software 

* compatibility but I discovered 
LJ that I could build a hard drive 
[□ | for almost the same price. My 
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rpi AfA joeya jnoc mucn gray, 

1 { 'h i Walt. I've got most of the code, 

\ \ V 1 1 I just have to get it pieced 

\ yjWk together. 

\7^-. Herr Fixit Might actually 

use it then. :) 

AFA JoeyS LOL... how nice 

Herr Fixit And even send 
fL-S^r* _T ~\ in the shareware fee. 

• \ AFL TracyP Send him the 

WM0wMMMW/; shareware fee!:) 
ll®fM AFA JoeyS {S Thanks!} 

SCL Biblia I keep my 
mf/M/MWM/f/m sounds subdirectory just an 
OA-T away... 

Herr Fixit I’d rather be able to use the cursor 
keys, but.... 

AFT. TracyP Jot is threw a fit when it was 
proposed to put cursor keys on the Mac. He said 
it made his machine smack of an Apple II.:} 

Herr Fixit Jobs is an Ass! 

HyperRam Hi Tracy, has your computer 
crashed any? 

AFL TracyP no, Ram, I finally figured out 
that the TWGS and the mffllllTH 

FingerPrint GSi card were r 

competing for the same 
interrupts. The computer lost. jgggggggl , 

HyperRam :> ASPIRIN 

AFL TracyP Yanked the 

FingerPrint and the TWGS, then __ 

re-installed TWGS. All is well 
with the world. 

HyperRam My HD was making a rattling 
sound..so WHAM..and then it went away. :} 
Obviously if I put my disk drives on the HD in 
some places, it rattles. 

BCS Frank Ekkkk. What kind of drive was 
it? 

HyperRam it's a UltraDrive.. Pretty strong..I 
think I hurt my hand more than the drive..:) 

AFL TracyP Well, folks, time to call it a 
night.it's been real....:) 


I finally figured out 
the m m i mu 


ASPIRIN 


new hard drive made 
GSing a lot more fun 
but I still wanted an 
Apple 3.5. 

At $569.00, the 
ludicrously priced 
Apple 3.5 was just too 
expensive and I refused 
to pay the price. Then I 
read about the AMR 3.5 
on GEnie. It sounded 
too good to be true. I 
called Dandam Software 
and after being assured 
that it was 100% 
compatible with my GS I ordered one. It arrived the 
next day and as promised it works great with my 
GS. I tested it with all the software I had that would 
not run from my Uridisk like Diversi-Oache, Copy 
11+ 3.5 bit copy, and Nucleus and lean even format 
disks with a 2:1 interleave now. 

The drive is very quiet: The only time you will 
hear a sound is when it is ejecting a disk. The drive 
is the same colour as the GS, with a metal case and 
good quality cables, and connectors. The styling of 

the drive is different than 
the Apple 3.5 with the eject 
button and m-use light 
mounted below the disk slot 
instead of next to it. I am 
very happy with my AMR 
3.5 drive and recommend 
it to anyone thinking of 
getting an Apple 3.5. The 
AMR 3.5 will work on an 
Apple Ilgs, Mac, or IIc+, but 
not on the older lie computers. The drive comes 
with a one year warranty. 

The AMR 3.5 is made by American Micro 
Research, 13505 Yorba Avenue, Unit A Chino, 
California 91710 U.S.A (714) 590-3900. It is available 
in Canada from Dandam Software (519-974-3011) for 
a price of $289.00. 




Multi-key Strikes Show 
GS Easter Eggs. 

By Mike Millard 
{Apple B.C. News March 1990) 

At the GS SIG the other night, Lome Walton 
showed us what you get if you hold down the Option 
and Shift keys while clicking on About the Finder. 
You get the same thing by typing (simultaneously) 
Control-Open-Apple-Option-Shift-2! 

The other one I learnt that night was: opening 
up the new "Control Panel" NDA, and clicking on 
"VI.0" (beside "help" at the bottom). 

A neat one I came across in the new 
AppleWorks GS Vl.l was this: Make sure vou 
have the "Cario 18" font in your SYSTEM/FONTS 
folder (it is in there in the AWGS Vl.l System 
disk); go into AWGS, bring up the "About AWGS...” 
box from the Apple Menu, and type 'moof (N.E. in 
lower case). I don't want to be hounded about this 
last one. 

From Derick Browne, another Easter Egg in 
AppleWorks GS Vl.l. 

Start up AppleWorks GS vl.l, and press the 
Option key BEFORE you click on "About 
AppleWorks GS" in the Apple menu. You'll get a 
listing of the memory in your Ilgs and what it is 
being used for, as well as the version numbers of 
AppleWorks GS and the system tools. This is an 
easy way to see what amount of memory is being 
used by the program, the system, and all your desk 
accessories. 


Boe's Theorem: The remaining work to finish 
in order to reach your goal increases as the 
deadline approaches. 

Demion's Obervation: There is always one 
item on the screen menu that is mislabeled and 
should read "Abandon Hope All Ye Who Enter 
Here". 

Estridge's Law: No matter how large and 
standardised the market is, IBM can redefine it. 

Hind’s Laws of Computer Programing 

1) Any given program, when running is obsolete. 

2) If a program is useful, it will have to be 
changed. 

3) If a program is useless, it will have to be 
documented. 

4) Any- given program will expand to fill all 
available memory. 

5) The value of a program is proportional to the 
weight of its output. 

6) Program complexity grows until it exceeds the 
capacity of the programmer who must maintain it. 

7) Make it possible for programmers to write 
programs in English, and you will find that 
programmers cannot write in English. 


four goal increases 
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